
 

 

 

AMA CHARTER CLUB # 3499-SINCE: 

12/93 

Our Web Site: http://tblf.virtualave.net 

 

NEXT GENERAL  

MEMBERSHIP MEETING: 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 
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Richards took home all the marbles! Congratulations 
Guy! He edged out  Eric Viglione by two (2) points in AMA 
Open Stunt, and bests Wayne Smith by eight points in 

 

This publication best 
viewed when printed on 
standard bond paper 
(copier paper) or elec-
tronically at 1024 x 768 
resolution. 

  By Ward Van Duzer 

Oct/Nov 2008 

Continued on Page 5 
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                   by Paul Sequira and Phil Bayly 
 

On Wednesday, October 22, 2008 our club 
founder, Dan Ciesla passed away. Dan developed 
other complications after hip replacement surgery a 
few weeks earlier and subsequently spent several 
weeks in the hospital. Dan returned home with Hos-
pice Care several days before his passing. 
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Owen, Owen, Owen����

Continued on Pag  3 

Ray Thompson (CD) presents the hardware to Owen for his vic-

tory in Open Stunt as Phil Bayly double checks the scores.) 
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Shine It Up! 

I recently decided to change my 
Pathfinder from tricycle gear to a tail 
dragger. This was a simple enough 
task since I had a set of Sig alumi-
num profile landing gear. The alumi-
num gear was nicely cut and bent 
but they were very dull and looked 
kind of raggedy.  I decided to polish 
them and went to my old method of 
spraying the gear with WD40 and 
then working them with 400 grit and 
then 600 grit sand paper. This does 
a fair job but the gear didn’t have the 
bright shiny finish I was looking for. 
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 I know we were all saddened with the passing last month 
of our club's founder, Dan Ciesla. We extend our deep 
sense of loss to his wonderful wife, Sandy. This edition is 
dedicated to him with memories of a man that was every 
modeler's friend and one that would do anything he could 
to advance model aviation. He will indeed be missed by 
us and the community. 

 

Our club's November Stunt Contest was a huge success. 
The details are covered in other sections of this newslet-
ter. As expected, the AMA event was loaded with some 
excellent fliers with a little less participation in Old Time. 
We were also pleased to have Ray Thompson as Con-
test Director and two fine judges.  Bill Rich and Jim Sil-
havey, Bill with National level recognition and Jim with 
International.  Paul Sequira tallied and posted the score 
sheets as they were retrieved by Dave Roundtree from 
the judges while Ward Van Duzer was the pit boss doing 
pull tests and controlling the fliers to the circle on sched-
ule. Finally, Ed Cox managed the crowd control without 
any intruders penetrating into the wrong areas. 

It was a great team with many praises from fliers and other 
attendees. The finishing touch was to have the new second 
circle for practice flying. The R/C guys actually shut down 
their flying for the entire day to accommodate that arrange-
ment since the second circle is in their flying area. What a 
great bunch of guys. Our club is very fortunate. 

 

 In the contest details you will see that Owen Richards 
mastered the field by winning both the Old Time and AMA 
stunt events. Owen proved once again that he still has the 
touch. He eased by our Vice President, Eric Viglione, by 
only two points in the AMA event and many other good 
fliers were in trail. What was unusual was Owen posted his 
highest point flight in the first round to not be beaten by an 
excellent field of other fliers in either round. The final stand-
ings were: Owen, Eric, Wayne Smith, Warren Wagner 
and Jim Smith, plus others including  the travelers Bob 
Whitney who came all the way from Palm Bay, Fl.. and 
Phil Coopy from Lake Wales. Owen also won Old Time 
without as close a margin as AMA stunt or full range of 
challengers. Still, there was some good flying in this group 
too. We also had two beginners, Sam Niebel and Larry 
Minott fly a simplified stunt pattern with Sam winning with 
much improved flying since last year and Larry not too far 
behind. What a great day. 

 

Our field improvements keep continuing. Moving the west 
perimeter fence further west made a world of difference 

 In a conversation with my son Bill, 
he told me to get a jar of Mother’s 
Aluminum & Mag Wheel Polish at 
any automotive supply store. This 
stuff is easy to use; just make sure 
you have some good soft rags (old 
tee shirts work great) use latex 
gloves and old cloths. Dab a little 
paste on the cloth and rub it on the 
aluminum gear; work from the bot-
tom to the top rather than across 
the aluminum. The polishing proc-
ess creates a lot of messy black 
schmutz, that’s why you need the 
latex gloves and the old cloths. 
Rub the black schmutz off the 
gear, change to a clean spot on 
the cloth and repeat this step until 
you are satisfied with the shine. 
The results are incredible. The 
landing gear on the right is the 
gear before the polishing takes 
place and the gear on the left is the 
finished product.  Give it a try!  

                                  …..PS 

The finished, polished landing gear on the left. 

“Mothers works equally well on aluminum 

spinners. 

(Continued on Page 7) 



 

 

��������	 � �
������ � 
������

 

There is no Secretary’s Report for this issue. 

                                            P.S. 

This is an ARC prototype I built to test for John Brodak. 

   The Legacy came out at 62 oz which includes tip 
weight. The nose was shortened @ 1 1/2" and redes-
igned like a radiator so I wouldn't have to match a spinner 
ring. Plane is finished with a combination of Ultrakote 
film over balsarite for film on the flying surfaces 
and Createx Auto air colors with two part clear on the 
fuselage. 

J i m  D a m m e r e l 
coached me with the 
auto air paint and 
John Cullere sprayed 
the two part clear for 
me.  Watching John 
go about his business 
was a great learning 
experience. Next time 
I'll take a stab at it. 

   The Legacy bal-
ances slightly rearward of where it should but no big wup. 
First flights took place Monday AM with the help of Doug 
Benedetti and Tom Hampshire. Tom made a brass bush-
ing for the bellcrank so that the phenolic bellcrank does 
not ride directly on the threads of the bellcrank mounting 
bolt. There is no wobble in this bellcrank. The model was 
built with an all ball link system with the pushrod exiting 
the fuse to allow access to adjustments. 

   I can't get the engine to run consistently yet, but plane 
flies very well and shows great promise once I get the 
power train sorted out. 

   Graphics are from The Signpost which include paint 
masks, Vinyl letters and custom printed vinyl decals. 
Thanks Paul and Lorraine. 
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 Dan and wife Sandy Ciesla started our club soon 
after opening their hobby shop – Model Aviation Head-
quarters in Tampa. Dan loved all the various disciplines of 
model aviation and especially control line models and flying. 
To form the club, he gathered control line flyers from his 
earlier acquaintances and others that came into the shop. 
They formalized the group in 1993, and were awarded AMA 
Chapter # 3499 on December 3, 1993 under the name 
Tampa Line Flyers. Early in 1994 the club’s name was 
changed to Tampa Bay Line Flyers (TBLF) to better repre-
sent the membership that came from all over the Tampa 
Bay area. 

 Model Aviation Headquarters closed its doors 
later in 1994, but Dan continued helping modelers, selling 
leftover inventory at swap meets and through private sales, 
usually at very friendly prices. He also donated prizes for 
awards at our club contests. Dan’s enthusiasm for the 
hobby never waned even though his participation in building 
and flying slowly diminished due to health and other de-
mands of work and family. Dan was especially fond of C/L 
scale airplanes and was also an avid collector of model air-
plane engines and kits. Thanks to him, several of us contain 
items in our collections that we otherwise would never have 
acquired. 

 We all will miss Dan very much, but also feel en-
riched with the memories of all the good times with him in 
the early days of the club. We now honor him with recogni-
tion of his achievements as TBLF continues to live on.  

He made a difference. 

                                                                 P.S. & P. B. 
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Mike Ostella’s Brodak Project 

Mike’s Legacy in all its glory! Looks like a winner... 



 

 

 

On October 26th The TBLF had a visitor from the N.W. 
Skyraiders C/L club of Seattle, Washington. Ward met 
Rod Claus at the VSC in 2008 and had conversations 
relating to Florida. Rod had family in Venice and visited 
here frequently. Of course I invited him to stop by. Yea, 
we all do that, but nobody ever does! Hey Rod, welcome 
aboard! The day was pretty windy for comfortable flying, 
so we pretty much sat around and chewed the rag! 

We did have a Manatee County R/C club meeting that 
day so we all took part in that. Rod agreed with us all, 
that we pretty much have it made with our R/C / C/L club 
relationship! 

As the day wore on, and folks started to break up, Rod 
and I hung out and swapped Randy, Billy Werwage and 
Paul Walker stories, and some of the Nats we had at-
tended. You know how all that goes…When I had to 
leave, Rod moseyed over to the R/C area and spent the 
rest of his day there. Needless to say, he was comfort-
able with our hospitality. Thanks for stopping by Rod. 
Rod can be reached at Kraut180@yahoo.com. 

 

Visitors From the Far West 
Or, Be Careful Who You Invite to Your Club Field 

Rod oversees Owen Richards as he works on his recent scale project. 

Owen, for as long as I looked at that bird, I couldn’t find any      

leadouts  (Ed.) 

 

Is this a happy camper? Owen 

launches while Eric shudders! 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

 Design: Randy Smith STARFIRE 

 Engine—P.A. .61, Smith QuietPipe 

 WingSpan—60.75 “ 

 Length– 45 “ 

 Prop– Bolly 12.5  X 4.3 Three blade  
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                                     TAMPA BAY LINE FLYERS STUNT CONTEST 2008 
 
                     OLD TIME STUNT                                                         OPEN STUNT 

POS.     NAME              A/C          ENGINE   ROUND 1  ROUND 2 

1 Owen Richards   Pathfinder        ST .46            438              399.5  

2 Eric Viglione       Starfire            PA .61 (P)     436              432.5 

3 Wayne Smith      Tracer              PA .61 (P)     194.5           383 

4 Warren Wagner  Time Machine OS .40 FP      302              359.5 

5 Jim Smith            Tracer             PA .61 (P)     351               Pass 

6 Phil Coopy          Vector            OS LA .40     291.5            306.5 

7 Jim Deutsch        Cavalier          Fox .35          213                  -  

8 Bob Whitney      Vector             MVVS .40     Pass              207 

9 Phil Bayly               -                        -                Pass              Pass 

POS.     NAME            A/C           ENGINE  ROUND 1  ROUND 2  

1. Owen Richards    Humongus    ST .51         240               220.5 

2. Wayne Smith       Goldberg      Fox .35        232              Pass 

3. Eric Viglione       Ziltch-X        LJ Fox .35  164               186 

4. Jim Smith            Goldberg       Fox .35        170              Pass 

5. Phil Coopy          Ringmaster    Fox .35          66              Pass 

6. Phil Bayly           Viking            Fox .59         20                49.5  

Old Time Stunt. What a day for Owen...Wayne Smith took 
home third place honors in open stunt, and EricV took third 
in Old Time. 

For the first time ever at our contest we had two Beginners 
ready to fly. Young Sam Niebel bested newcomer Larry 
Minott in his initial contest showing. Sam was disappointed 
that he couldn’t show us his horizontal eights in our abbre-
viated pattern.  

The rain we ordered for lunchtime showed up right on time  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and concluded just as Jim Silhavy finished his second 
steakburger! The wind cooperated all day, although the 
downwind trees did create some bowling balls. Worst trage-
dys of the day included Phil Coopy’s broken prop, and Bob 
Whitney’s loss of his compression adjustment screw! 

Much thanks go out to Ray Thompson (CD), Bill Rich and 
Jim Silhavy (Judges, OTS, Open stunt), Phil Bayly (Judge, 
Beginner), Dave Rountree (Runner), and editor, Ward-O 
(Pit boss). Oooops, let’s not forget the kitchen crew for all 
their wonderful burgers and dogs. Great job!  

 

 

 

TBLF Stunt Contest            (Continued from Page 1) 

 

                    TBLF BEGINNER 

 

POS.     NAME            A/C           ENGINE  ROUND 1  ROUND 2  

1. Sam Niebel      FliteStreak    OS LA.25      240             254 

2. Larry Minott    Score             ST .51           225             218 

Wayne Smith, gets Ready, Set,  —-> Phil and Eric...Go! 

 

     Some days you’re the bug;  

Some days you’re the windshield. 
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Top: The TBLF crowd and our new pits. 

 

Right: Warren Wagner puts a tweak on… 

 

Below Lt: Sam Neible gets his first place certificate 
from Ray Thompson as Phil Bayly looks on. 

 

Below Rt: Just hangin’ out—Lt. to Rt: Eric V., Phil 
Bayly barking at somebody, (hiding) Sandy 

Minott,Sitting Larry Minott, Standing in Georgia 
Red Dirt T shirt, Phil Coopy, and Owen Richards 
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